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RESUME OF JOHN PAUL CRESS 
John P. Cress, United States Marine Corps, 
was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on 9 May 1944. 
Re attended the Ohio State University where he 
majored in Aeronautical Engineering and re-
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Aeronautical 
and Astronautical Engineering in September 
1967. Upon graduation he was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the Marine Corps. 
Following various training assignments, 
including flight instruction in the Army 
Rotary Wing Officer's Course, he was assigned 
to Marine Helicopter Squadron 264 in Jackson-
ville, North Carolina, where he was desig-
nated a Naval Aviator in February 1969. 
Further training ensued including a Carribean 
Cruise, prior to deployment in the Republic 
of VietNam with HMM-161 in August 1969. 
Upon returning from VietNam in August 
1970, he was again assigned to Jacksonville, North Carolina, for further 
duty with Marine Aircraft Group 26 where he served as a flight instructor 
in the Ch-46 helicopter. In addition, he performed in various maintenance 
assignments with HMT-204 prior to receiving orders to the Staff of Aviation 
Safety Programs at the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California, in 
August 1972, where he served until October 1975. 
Subsequently he was assigned to HMM-163 at MCAS (H) Santa Ana, Califor-
nia, for a period of one year following which he was reassigned to HMM-164 
in Futenma, Okinawa. Upon completion of this tour, which included shipboard 
deployments to the Republic of Korea and the Philippines , he reported to the 
Aeronautical Engineering Curriculum at the Naval Postgraduate School in 
August 1977. Following one year's work as a student in Aeronautics, he 
assumed the duties of helicopter aerodynamics instructor, Aviation Safety 
Programs. He expects to complete the requirements for the Master of Science 
in Aeronautical Engineering at the Naval Postgraduate School in June 1981. 
His personal decorations include the Distinguished Flying Cross, the 
Air Medal with single strike/flight award and thirty numerals and the Navy 
Achievement Medal with combat "V". He is a member of the American Helicopter 
Society and the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 
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